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Executive Summary

O Facilitated by the United States, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and Israel agreed to a historic peace
agreement in August 2020, which was formalized
in  Washington a month later. Named after the
common patriarch of the three monotheistic Abrahamic
religions, the Abraham Accords (along with Bahrain)
facilitate normalization of diplomatic relations between
these predominantly Jewish and Muslim countries.

O The UAE-Israel deal marks a fundamental shift in the
regional geopolitical landscape. Apart from a significant
diplomatic breakthrough, it is also noteworthy because
it presents exciting opportunities for trade and
commerce between the two countries in a post-Covid
economic revival phase.

O The accords and the repeal of the UAE Boycott Laws
pertaining to Israel, facilitate bilateral partnerships
in numerous sectors. There have been a raft of
announcements about bilateral cooperation after the
deal, including allowing commercial and cargo flights
between the two countries; shipping companies
traversing via their ports; and an MoU to extend an
Israeli oil pipeline to the UAE.

¢ In addition, it reinforces the UAE's two-decade
approach of boosting its strategic autonomy by linking
and expanding its economic diversification plan with
foreign policy and security diversification goals. This
enhances the scope for expansion from bilateral to
plurilateral cooperation in multi-faceted domains,
especially among common strategic partners of both
countries.

O This Insight is divided into two parts:

o The first focuses on the legal understanding and
interpretation of the deal.

o The second underlines the potential for cooperation
beyond the bilateral, with an emphasis on partnership
opportunities with some Asian countries, which have
made rapid strides in their engagement with both the
UAE and Israel in the recent past, thus expanding the
benefits of the Abraham Accords.

O It also makes some policy recommendations for the
UAE and Israel to consider. Some of these include:
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o Contemplating China-UAE-Israel joint projects in
other countries as part of the Belt and Road Initiative,
replicating the China-UAE-Saudi involvement in the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and Oman’s Dugm
port project.

o Exploring the possibility of linking the UAE's and
Israel's separate bilateral agreements with India into
broader collaborative effortsin the realms of agriculture,
infrastructure, technology, cybersecurity, and defence.

o Considering bringing East Asian partners — China,
Japan and South Korea — on board the oil pipeline
project between Europe-Asia Pipeline Co. and MED-RED
Land Bridge.

o Working to ensure that Asian Muslim countries like
Malaysia and Indonesia understand the rationale for the
deal, thus keeping the UAE's vibrant engagement with
them unconstrained.

¢ The Insight also draws attention to some challenges,
particularly the worry among some common partners
of countries on either side of the Gulf about the new
‘warm peace’ jeopardizing the potential for ‘cold peace’
with Iran, thus vitiating the economic and security
environment in the region and beyond.

O The overall mood, however, is more optimistic than
pessimistic. In a post-Covid, multi-aligned, technology-
driven world, the UAE, Israel and their partners will likely
find that they have more common cause than they might
have envisioned just a few months ago.




The Issue

The Abraham Accords normalize relations between the
United Arab Emirates and Israel (and Bahrain), marking
an inflection point in the Middle East (West Asia) and
global affairs. The agreement promotes “warm peace”
in the regional space, while creating opportunities for a
wide-ranging bilateral and plurilateral developmental
deals, with considerable significance for many other
countries.

With Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco signing similar
accords and other Arab countries considering following
suit, based on the suspension of Israel’s plans to extend
its sovereignty in the Palestinian territories, the Accords
free the region from the rhetoric of stagnation and
pushes it towards positive action. Driven by the UAE's
belief that the region needed a strategic breakthrough,
the Accords also underscore the UAE's determination to
be a global player and a sovereign actor.

In the bilateral realm, both Emirati and Israeli investors
are excited by the new opportunities. According to an
Israeli investor cited in media reports: “The economic,
geographic and political fit between Israel and the UAE
is close to perfect... Israel is poor in natural resources
and rich in high-tech and biotech, but innovation means
investing more money in R&D all the time, and the Israeli
tech centres need new investors to keep developing...
The UAE wants to enhance its economy beyond oil,
diversify its exports and advance into the digital age.
Therefore, the combination is powerful.”?

Some developments since the deal was signed include
allowing commercial and cargo flights between the
two countries; shipping companies traversing via their
ports; banks opening funds transfer options; an initial
agreement to extend an Israeli oil pipeline to the UAE;
and the establishment of a joint regional $3 billion
development fund, the Abraham Fund, to promote,
alongside the US International Development Finance
Corporation, regional economic cooperation and
prosperity in the Middle East and beyond.

There is a sense of expectant excitement over shared
innovation. One of the first fruits of normalization
was an agreement to collaborate on rapid coronavirus
testing equipment. Israel also boasts solutions that
meet many UAE needs - from water treatment and
desert agriculture to cybersecurity. Israel, which has the
highest number of start-ups in the region, will benefit
from investments in R&D and innovation projects not
only from the UAE government and the private sector
operated by Emiratis, but also from expatriate-owned
businesses in the UAE.
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While Israel's membership of the Abu Dhabi-
based International Renewable Energy Agency and
participation at Dubai Expo 2021 serve as a shot in the
arm for further collaboration, the UAE's recent lifting
of the Israel Boycott Law of 1972 will serve as a major
stimulant.?

Moreover, the Accords assist the quest of the signatories
and their partners to enhance their strategic autonomy,
by setting their own priorities and making their own
decisions on foreign policy matters either as individual
countries or in cooperation with other like-minded
actors.

The UAE has developed a reputation for pursuing a
proactive and diversified foreign policy that stresses
pragmatismoverreligiousideology, shunning extremism
and envisioning a stable and moderate region that
prioritizes youth and prosperity. With respect to Israel,
the UAE clearly sees many advantages, particularly in
the fields of technology, collaborative investment in key
sectors like health, aerospace, tourism, and agriculture,
among others. This approach is also consistent with the
UAE’s skillful balancing act with respect to pursuing
its economic and security interests with other larger
powers that share competitive ties. This, for example,
includes ties between and among the United States,
China, Russia, India, and Pakistan.

Such an approach mirrors the foreign policies of some of
theUAE'sprincipalstrategicpartnersinAsia. Forexample,
China, India, Japan, and South Korea have equidistant
ties with the countries on either side of the Gulf. This
concurrently suggests very interesting possibilities for
creating broader networks of relationships with several
Asian countries, which have parallel and complementary
relationships with the UAE and Israel.

One project that typifies multilateral cooperation is
the memorandum of understanding between Europe-
Asia Pipeline Co. (an Israeli state-owned company)
and MED-RED Land Bridge (a joint venture between
Israel and the UAE) to extend to the UAE an oil pipeline,
currently running from the Red Sea city of Eilat to the
Mediterranean port of Ashkelon in Israel. This pipeline
will increase operational storage capacity and allow
transportation of crude from the UAE to European
markets, making transactions cost efficient and
providing East Asian countries access to oil produced in
the Mediterranean and Black Sea regions.

According to an analyst, “along with UAE oil, the partners
hope to use their ‘land bridge’, which saves time, fuel
and costs versus crossing the Suez Canal, to transport oil
back and forth between other countries. It could provide
quicker access for consumers in Asia to oil produced in
the Mediterranean and Black Sea regions.™
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In other areas, with flights operating between the two
countries and Saudi Arabia opening its airspace to Israeli
planes, Israel’s connections with the world, including
Asia, are now greatly enhanced.® Similarly, the UAE's
airlines can facilitate the travel of Asian businesspeople,
who had to otherwise transfer via Europe or Turkey. It
is very likely that the UAE will help Israeli companies
expand business across Asia, like Singapore did in the
past. This is bound to promote multilateral cooperation
and investment.

Equally encouraging is the early 2021 breakthrough
wherein Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain, and the rest
of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries,
along with Egypt, agreed to re-establish political and
economic ties with Qatar. The Al-Ula Declaration marks
the end of a three-year Arab dispute and reinforces the
commitment of the GCC members to the political and
economic stability of the region, which Israel could tap
into as well.

In the following sections, this Insight first focuses
on the legal interpretation of the Abraham Accords.
It then delves less on the bilateral and makes policy
recommendations on the potential for multilateral
cooperation, emphasizing partnership opportunities
for the UAE and Israel in Asia. Finally, it also flags some
potential challenges that could create roadblocks in the
future.

Legal Aspects

On 15 September 2020, the United Arab Emirates and
Israel signed a Treaty of Peace, Diplomatic Relations
and Full Normalization, formalizing the countries’
commitment to normalize diplomatic relations. The
Kingdom of Bahrain followed suit the same day by
signing with Israel a separate Declaration of Peace,
Cooperation, and Constructive Diplomatic and Friendly
Relations. Together with the United States, the four
countries also signed The Abraham Accords Declaration.

Given their politicalimportance, the suite of agreements
was also signed, as witness, by the President of a third
state, the United States. The Camp David Accords 1978
and the Israel-Jordan Treaty of Peace 1994 were also
witnessed by Presidents Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton,
respectively. This practice of witness is not new® and has
no legal significance since it will not make the United
States a guarantor of the implementation of the accords.

From an international law perspective, the series of
agreements and declarations, known together as the
Abraham Accords, are all accords but they carry different
legal weight.

While a ‘declaration’ is not intended to establish legal
obligations under international law or any system
of domestic law, and is generally endowed, legally
speaking, with a mere hortatory value,” a ‘treaty’, like
a ‘covenant’ or a ‘convention’, is a binding agreement.
Even though the choice of a specific designation is not
always determinative of the status of the instrument,
the Abraham Accords, in their variety of designations,
do seem to correspond to the drafters’ intentions and
reflect whether the negotiating states intended the
instruments to be binding or not in international law.

Itdoes not mean, however, that a declaration such as the
Abraham Accords Declaration, entered into with fanfare
and formality, has no force at all,® whether legal or other,
and that it cannot be regarded as forming part of a legal
system advancing coexistence and cooperation. It only
means that there is no entitlement to compensation if
one party fails to deliver. More often than not, however,
a declaration falls very adequately into place as part of
the practice of states to produce political agreements
on principles of great and lasting importance, still
intended to impart a strong expectation that signatories
will abide by it, but lacking any strict legal content.

The umbrella Abraham Accords Declaration signed
by the UAE, Bahrain, the United States, and Israel
acknowledges the overall objective and importance of
“maintaining and strengthening peace in the Middle East
and around the world based on mutual understanding
and coexistence”. The Declaration then stresses matters
pertaining to religion and humanity in encouraging
“efforts to promote interfaith and intercultural dialogue”
while advancing a culture of peace among the three
Abrahamic religions and all humanity.

While the Abraham Accords Declaration itself does not
expressly mention the Charter of the United Nations or
the 1970 Declaration on Principles of International Law
Concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation Among
States in Accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations adopted by the General Assembly of the United
Nations on 24 October 1970,° it is worth noting that the
maintenance of international peace and security and
the development of friendly relations and cooperation
between nations are among the fundamental purposes
of the United Nations and that the peoples of the United
Nations are to practice tolerance and live together in
peace with one another as good neighbours.

More specifically, the Declaration sets out its key
objectives, including:

o seeking tolerance and respect;
0 supporting science, art, medicine, and commerce;
o ending radicalization and conflict;



0 pursuing a vision of peace, security and prosperity
in the Middle East and around the world.

The UAE-Israel Treaty of Peace, Diplomatic Relations
and Full Normalization (hereinafter the UAE-Israel
Agreement) sets out the common goals of the two
countries, with a focus on ensuring and encouraging
peace, stability and prosperity in the Middle East.
There is no doubt that this treaty constitutes a binding
instrument governed by international law. Among the
principles that went specifically into the Treaty, which
are presumably taken from the General Assembly
Resolution 2625 of 24 October 1970 and related
international customary law, it is worth mentioning that
the Parties recognize each other’s sovereignty and right
to live in peace and security, develop friendly relations
of cooperation, and settle all disputes between them by
peaceful means.

Provisionsonratificationandentryintoforce, settlement
of disputes or registration with the United Nations
Secretariat in accordance with the provisions of Article
102 of the United Nations Charter™ are all too familiar
for international law experts. Registration, in particular,
means that the treaty may be invoked before any organ
of the United Nations even though the principal judicial
organ of the United Nations, the International Court of
Justice, does not always apply this provision.

Diplomatic ~ engagement, increased  economic
partnership and “other close coordination” are the tools
expected to help implement the mutual commitment to
promote stability. In referencing the peace agreements
entered into between Egypt and Israel, as well as Jordan
and Israel, the UAE-Israel Agreement is addressing
broader geo-political relationships in the region in a
way that could serve as an example to contribute to the
cause of peace in the Middle East and the world.

The Treaty also confirms that the parties will be guided
in their general relations by the Charter of the United
Nations and principles of international law governing
relations between States (Principle 2). More specifically,
international law will guide them to the establishment
of embassies (Principle 3). It also makes sure the
UAE-Israel Agreement does not affect the rights and
obligations of the parties under the Charter of the
United Nations (Principle 8). Subject to Article 103 of
the United Nations Charter, the terms of the UAE-Israel
Agreement are binding on the parties which agree to
fulfil, in good faith, their obligations under the Treaty.
They also undertake not to enter into any agreement
which conflicts with the terms of the Treaty. (Principle 9).
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National legislation is to be enacted to implement the
UAE-Israel agreement, including repealing or abolishing
any legislation that is inconsistent with the Treaty. In
this regard, the UAE Federal Decree-Law No. 4 of 2020,
repealing in its entirety Federal Decree-Law No. 15
of 1972 (the UAE-Israeli Boycott Law), was issued on
16 August 2020 and published in a supplement to the
Federal Official Gazette No. 685 dated 27 August 2020,
but was only publicly circulated by the UAE Ministry
of Justice on the day of the signing of the UAE-Israel
Agreement. Individuals and companies in the UAE are
now allowed to pursue economic, political and cultural
cooperation across an extensive range of sectors and
issues with Israeli firms, citizens and residents based in
Israel.”

Spheres of cooperation are delineated in Principle 5,
at the earliest date possible in relation to such areas as
finance and investment, civil aviation, visa and consular
services, trade and economic relations, healthcare,
sciences, technology and peaceful uses of outer space,
tourism, culture and sport, or energy, while others areas
“of mutual interest” are subject to mutual agreement.
They are further detailed in an Annex which establishes
a clear roadmap for effective implementation and
that constitutes an integral part of the UAE-Israel
Agreement. Of note here is the mention of various
international conventions in the aviation sector, such as
the 1944 Convention on International Civil Aviation, or
the potential for coordination between the Parties with
international organizations to promote and unlock the
energy potential of the region, such as the International
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)™ headquartered in
Abu Dhabi.

In comparison, the Bahrain-Israel Declaration of Peace,
cooperation, and Constructive Diplomatic and Friendly
Relations (hereinafter the Bahrain-Israel Declaration),
which was also witnessed by the United States is not
as detailed, and understandably so since it is only a
declaration, as the UAE-Israel Agreement. The two
countries agreed to open an era of friendship and
cooperationin pursuit of a stable, secure and prosperous
Middle East. While not setting out key terms, they stated
thattheywilltake aseriesof stepstowardsthe conclusion
of agreements regarding investment, tourism, direct
flights, security, telecommunications, technology,
energy, healthcare, culture and the environment. More
immediately, they agreed to establish full diplomatic
relations, to promote lasting security, to eschew threats
and the use of force, as well as advance coexistence and
a culture of peace, creating hope for future generations.
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Beyond the Legal and Bilateral

With both countries ready to realize the full potential
of their economic complementarity, others could jump
on the bandwagon. With the UAE already serving as
an entrepot to Israeli exports of goods and services to
several countries, the Abraham Accords now expand the
scope for multilateral engagement.

Reflecting the mood of anticipation, UAE Minister of
Economy Abdulla bin Toug Al-Marri stated that the
deal and its ‘jobs for peace’ plan means the Fourth
Industrial Revolution “that used to be theoretical is now
practicable.” He added that investments under the deal
would also include third countries in Asia, Africa and
South America.™

This section looks at partnership opportunities with
some Asian countries that have made rapid strides in
their engagement with both the UAE and Israel in recent
years.

China

The fact that the Middle East, also referred to as
West Asia, is an integral part of a rising Asia is often
overlooked. China’s ‘project of the century’, the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), has already enlisted the
participation of the UAE and Israel. Modelled after the
ancient Silk Road that connected the East to the West,
the deal not only serves as an incentive for China to
benefit economically but is also a likely tool that could
contribute to regional peace and prosperity.

A precedent of broader BRI cooperation in a third
country already exists with the UAE and Saudi Arabia
investing in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and
Oman’s Dugm port development project. China, the UAE
and Israel could replicate this model elsewhere.

Amid the outbreak of Covid-19, China opened its biggest
overseas testing centre in the UAE. A joint venture
between Chinese genomics company BGI and Abu
Dhabi-based artificial intelligence and cloud computing
firm G42 has enabled the UAE to become the first
country in the world in which the number of Covid-19
tests exceeded the population count in October 2020."”
G42 also teamed up with Sinopharm’s China National
Biotec Group to administer Phase III clinical trials of a
Chinese Covid-19 vaccine.’® These overlap with the UAE’s
APEX National Investment company signing a “strategic
commercial agreement” with Israel's Tera Group to
cooperate on Covid-19 research and development,
including a testing device.” The foundation is thus

ready for the three countries to potentially pool their
talent and resources.

Israel’s tech prowess could also tap into at least two
recent Al deals between the UAE and China.

1. With the UAE viewing AI as the ‘new oil, Royal
Strategic Partners, a unit of Abu Dhabi Capital
Group, signed a $362 million deal in 2019 with
Chinese artificial intelligence unicorn UBTech
Robotics backed by Tencent Holdings to step up AI
teaching labs for students in the UAE.

2. Another Chinese Al pioneer SenseTime Group Ltd
is setting up a regional research and development
hub in Abu Dhabi, with plans to expand in Europe,
the Middle East and Africa. The facial recognition
firm, with investment from Alibaba Group Holding
Ltd, has built Al capabilities across seven industries
including healthcare, remote sensing and education.
According to the Abu Dhabi Investment Office, “this
will not only provide large companies across the
region with AI technologies, but will also benefit
from partnerships and collaborations with early-
stage tech startups that are being established out of
Abu Dhabi’s Hub71."8

China’s “balanced vagueness” approach has helped it to
maintain good ties on either side of the Gulf, as well as
with the Palestinian and Israeli governments.’® The UAE's
biggest telecom operator has joined Huawei to install
5G network in the country. Huawei is also one of the
main suppliers of 5G equipment to Emirates Integrated
Telecommunications Company or du.?® Notwithstanding
US reservations, this could enable Beijing to tap into the
UAE-Israel collaboration in the fields of technology and
cybersecurity, among others.?" The UAE is already using
Chinese surveillance technology.

Another possible area of collaboration is the UAE's
DP World and Israel’s Dover Tower joining hands in
the Haifa Port privatization project, where China has
already invested despite US misgivings. China has also
been supplying Wing Loong I drones since 2016 and
the upgraded Wing Loong II since 2018.22 Given Israel’s
expertise in the arms industry, Beijing would be keen to
explore opportunities for a three-way association.

From a geopolitical perspective, the world’s second
largest economy could also see “itself gaining from the
balance of power in the Mediterranean Sea”. Despite
Beijing and Ankara officially supporting the same
faction in Libya, China views Turkey’s role in Libya as
destabilizing. China may consider encouraging the UAE-
Israeli economic partnership extending strategically as a
counterforce against Turkey and its ambitions in the gas-



rich eastern Mediterranean. “This could serve China’s
interests in seeing Ankara return to its ‘strategic box’
and curtail its ‘neo-Ottoman’ foreign policy ambitions.??

India

With the UAE-India ties and trade booming over the last
twodecadesandlsrael-Indiastrategictiesstrengthening
each passing year, plurilateral collaboration appears
feasible. Israel’s niche in several sectors and India’s
“large and rewarding regional footprint,” including
“Indians being the biggest stakeholders in Dubai’s real
estate, tourism and Free Economic Zones” creates a
fertile environment for a “profitable trilateral synergy”.?

In 2015 Narendra Modi became the first Indian Prime
Minister to visit the UAE in 34 years. Two years later,
he became the first Indian premier to visit Israel since
the two countries established diplomatic ties in 1992.
Unsurprisingly, therefore, India welcomed the full
normalization of ties between the UAE and Israel, both
of which India considers strategic partners. The accord
sets the stage for increased collaboration between
Israeli, Emirati and Indian development efforts in
various sectors, notably in the domains of agriculture,
infrastructure, cybersecurity and defence.

Some examples below offer collaborative prospects.

o New Delhi and Tel Aviv signed an agreement in July
2020 to expand partnership in dealing with cyber threats
— amid the Covid-19 pandemic, which highlighted
the vulnerabilities of digital infrastructure. A month
later, the UAE and Israeli companies signed a strategic
commercial agreement focused on clinical research and
treatment delivery related to Covid-19. These separate
agreements could evolve into a multilateral strategy if
they were to intersect with the UAE-India agreement
in 2018 to explore telemedicine and tele-education
projectsin Africa. The network could be further tied into
Japan and India-backed ‘Asia-Africa Growth Corridor”.

o In the agriculture sector, the UAE and India are
tying infrastructure development to food security to
develop ‘farm-to-port’ logistics solutions. This model
could be coupled with the proposed UAE-Israel project
to promote tech-powered agriculture across a broader

geography.

o Finally, the UAE and Israel have pacts with India for
security cooperation and counter-terror intelligence,
which open doors for multi-faceted teamwork aimed at
wider peace and prosperity.
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In his new book The India Way - Strategies for an
Uncertain World, India’s minister of external affairs
has listed the UAE among the top five countries that
New Delhi must focus on to further its foreign policy
objectives. This was reiterated in the minister’s response
to the accord. The “UAE is central to India’s extended
neighbourhood. We see (the) UAE on the crossroads of
international trade.”? This is in line with New Delhi’s
2017 ‘Think West’ formulation, which includes Israel.

Another important factor is the common thread linking
the three countries — their strategic partnerships with
the United States. This increases the convergence of
their interests across a wide range of sectors, both at the
regional and global levels.

South Korea

A recent report alluded to the Israel-South Korea free
trade agreement receiving a much-needed boost,
especially in Seoul, after the Abraham Accords.?® While
taking this development with a pinch of salt, it is logical
to assume why this is not just bluster. South Korea and
the UAE elevated their strategic relationship to a ‘special
strategic partnership’ in 2018. As part of the plans to
develop their future economies, they are keen to engage
in projects promoting the Fourth Industrial Revolution,
which includes artificial intelligence, robotics, the
Internet of Things, autonomous vehicles, 3D printing,
quantum computing and nanotechnology.

Several of these niche technologies overlap with Israel’s,
making it sensible for South Korea to bandwagon on the
UAE-Israel deal to enable a win-win-win endgame.

Arid farming is another area in which both South Korea
and Israel claim innovation leadership. In a first for the
Middle East, a joint smart farming project envisioned in
2018 helped the UAE harvestrice in a desert plotin June
2020.If theinnovation of cultivating paddy with minimal
use of water is successful on a larger scale, it could lead
the way for similar initiatives that will help reduce the
UAE's reliance on imported food, thus contributing to its
quest for food security and sustainability.?’

The rice varieties being grown in the UAE are compatible
with heat, salinity and poor soil conditions, an
environment with which Israel is also familiar. The
three countries pooling their resources could maximize
results.

Similarly, apart from South Korean firms getting involved
in power, water and desalination projects, healthcare
and medical tourism sectors have also been among the
most successful non-energy areas of cooperation over
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the last decade. Seoul prioritized this sector as a new
growth engine under the banner of ‘Medical Korea’ after
great success in the automobiles and semiconductors
business.

The UAE benefitted from this because it was keen to
improve healthcare facilities and services to meet
the people’s growing demands for social services.
In particular, the UAE sought hospital management
outsourcing®® and even opted for advanced medical
services in South Korean hospitals for serious patients.?*

In the healthcare sector, according to the Korean
National Tourism Office, UAE nationals had the highest
average spend among medical tourism patients at
more than $10,500 per visit. In 2016 and 2018, 3,560
and 3,034 Emirati tourists respectively visited South
Korea for medical treatment. Emirati patients account
for nearly half the total patients from the Middle East
treated in South Korea.

Further, in the Shaikh Khalifa Specialty Hospital in
Ras Al Khaimah, managed in cooperation with Seoul
National University Hospital since 2014, more than 200
South Korean staff have been providing quality medical
services to UAE citizens.*°

Since the health sector has been cited as a priority
area for UAE-Israel cooperation amid the pandemic,
it would make sense for the three countries to find
areas of cooperation rather than get bogged down by
competition.

The same applies to the new focus area — SMEs and
startups. The governments of the three countries could
collaborate with the private sector in their countries to
expand their national economic gains and create more
jobs.

While Israel is a leader in the region in the defence
sector, South Korea has made great inroads in the small
and medium arms sector in the recent past. The UAE
brought together some state defence companies to
form EDGE, a $5 billion conglomerate, in 2019 to lead
the development and production of advanced weapons
for the country’s military. South Korean and Israeli
companies could partner in such and other projects.

Challenges

Amid the plethora of opportunities, there are challenges
too.

While the Palestinian government, Turkey and Iran have
predictably criticized the deal, responses from two other

Asian countries that do not have official ties with Israel
— Malaysia and Indonesia — have been subdued, which
is encouraging, but should not be taken for granted.
Diplomatic levers need to be worked to ensure that UAE's
ties with them remain unfettered. This is particularly
relevant in the case of Indonesia. The world’s largest
Muslim country has had indirect ties with Israel, with
trade and investments occurring via Singapore.®’ Given
the robust UAE-Indonesia engagement, the UAE could
serve as another channel of informal Indonesia-Israel
trade and people-to-people contact and movement.

More critical is the Iran factor. It is easy to see, from
an Asian perspective, why the UAE has denied the link
between the Abraham Accords and Iran. “This is not
about Iran. This is about the UAE, Israel and the United
States... This is in no way meant to create some sort
of grouping against Iran,” Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Dr Anwar Gargash said, dismissing Turkey’s
criticism.

The Asian ‘Big Four” have good ties on both sides of the
Gulf as well as with Israel. And, barring China, all have
good ties with the United States too. Iran becoming
a part of the calculations is unavoidable, but it is
important to ensure that thriving Gulf-Asia dynamics
are not disturbed in any way.

Some of these countries are worried that the deal could
negatively impact Iran, a common ideological opponent
of the Abraham Accords partners, and contribute to
the intensifying regional tension. While increased
partnerships within Asia should ideally negate tension
ratherthanfanit, thereisasense of palpable anxiety. The
concernisthatthe new‘warm peace’ could jeopardize the
potential prospects for ‘cold peace’ with Iran, ratcheting
up tension in the region, thus contributing to instability
and vitiating the economic and security environment.

Japan, which attempted mediation between the United
States and Iran in 2019, also welcomed the Abraham
Accords, but will be concerned about potentially
enhanced rivalries in the region adversely affecting its
energy security. Similarly, South Korea and India would
also worry about any potential US-UAE-Israel strategy
against Iran impeding the engine of their economic
growth.

Chinais particularly concerned. While it views the accord
as an opportunity, it is also keen to guard its interests
in Iran, which is a major facilitator of the BRI. Further,
China and Iran are currently negotiating a strategic 25-
year, $400-billion energy, trade and security pact. It is
unlikely to be a mute spectator if tension between Iran
on one side and UAE and Israel, along with the United
States, creates roadblocks.*2



Another challenge to enhanced cooperation with China
lies in the recent evidence of both the UAE and Israel
finding themselves exposed to a larger Sino-American
competition. In 2019, US lawmakers warned Israel
against permitting China to operate the Haifa Port,
urging “Israel to consider the security implications of
foreign investment” in the country. This was followed
by Washington successfully pressuring Tel Aviv to reject
Beijing’s bid to run the Shorek 2, the country’s largest
desalination plant, in June 2020.3

Amid the war of words between the two rivals during
the pandemic, the United States also flagged Huawei’s
roleinthe UAE's 5Ginfrastructure projects, claiming that
it would make it “difficult” for American and Gulf forces
to communicate. “These (Gulf) states have to weigh the
value of their partnership with the United States,” said
US Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs
David Schenker.?*

Finally, some analysts have also pointed out that the
Abraham Accords are Washington’s way of checkmating
Beijing and Moscow’s growing involvementin the region
by promoting US ally Israel as an alternative economic,
technological and security partner in the region. This
is seen as allowing the United States the luxury of
continuing its phased disengagement, without ceding
space to its strategic rivals.?®

Conclusion

Notwithstanding these challenges, the overwhelming
sentiment all around is one of optimism. This stems
from the fact that the UAE-Israel Treaty is a first in many
domains.

1. It is a peace agreement, although there was never
any military tension or war between the two
countries.

2. It is an accord of full normalization, contrary to
other preceding peace agreements in the region,
Jordan and Egypt in particular.

3. It is an agreement to promote cooperation in a
vast range of civilian domains, with the hope of
defusing any political crisis, mainly in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. It unlocks vast economic
potential of various countries in the region beyond
the immediate context and facilitates harmonious
relations between the peoples.

The Abraham Accords no doubt enhance the UAE-US
relations. But they could also be viewed as part of a
long-term UAE foreign policy diversification strategy to
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develop economic and security ties with other global
powers beyond the United States, of course above
all with its main regional ally Israel. The increasingly
multipolar landscape results in alignments and
converging interests with other major players, thus
reducing the reliance on its main security guarantor,
the United States. It is indeed a fact that the UAE is
currently shaping the regional landscape in a much more
influential way than the United States. The new deal
would add to this dynamic.

Alternative sources of supportand cooperation are being
sought to counter the influence of extremist groups,
particularly the Muslim Brotherhood, and the states
that back it. With different calculations, this approach
can bring the UAE's interests in alignment with other
powers, including Russia, in war-torn Syria or Libya.

With China, India, Japan, and South Korea too, there
is greater room now for both the UAE and Israel to
expand from robust transactional to stronger strategic
partnerships in the security domain.

Bilaterally, the UAE's decision to formally normalize
its ties with Israel aims to recognize — and deepen —
a preexisting reality in areas like cyber security and
intelligence. But this is not only a normalization of hard
power. Soft power projectionis also envisioned and tools
to facilitate this are expressly mentioned as well. In this
regard, the Abraham Accords provide clear, illustrative
and action-oriented language. Bilateral agreements
have already been concluded and others will follow
in many areas of mutual interest and cooperation.
For instance, global shipping facilities should benefit
from Dubai Ports World's recent announcement of
a plan to make a joint bid with an Israeli company for
the development of Israel’'s Haifa Port and free zones.
Economic opportunities should then accompany the
model of development that UAE is seeking.

Besides the political achievement, it is believed that
these agreements could be, like Abraham himself
in respect of the Abrahamic religions, the common
patriarch of many other accords to come. The Abraham
Accords could serve asasource of ‘goods’ and ‘gifts’. They
could provide inspiration for peace and normalization
between Israel and other Arab countries and serve as
a platform for a regional multilateral alliance where
countries with common interests could leverage their
cumulative advantages for the benefit of their peoples.
It is well known that regional cooperation contributes
to economic prosperity as well as greater security and
stability.

Inthisregard, and following calls by the foreign ministers
of Jordan, Egypt, France, and Germany for restored
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hope in the peace process and resumed negotiations
based on international law and agreed parameters, the
United Nations, through Nickolay Mladenov, Special
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process and
Personal Representative of the Secretary General,
made it clear in a meeting of the Security Council on
29 September 2020 (SC/14315, 8762ndnd Meeting)
that the Secretary General believed that the recent
normalization of relations between Israel and two
Arab countries presented an opportunity to re-engage
Palestine and Israel in negotiations towards a two-state
solution to their long-standing conflict and that this
would create opportunities for regional cooperation.

Over the last two decades, the world has been in the
process of a grand ‘reset’ — or perhaps, a great fluidity,
conditioned by large discontinuities in the global
order, accelerated and provoked by discontinuities in
technology. Countries and entire regions have been
forced to adapt, innovate and seek new relationships
that reinforce their comparative advantages. With less
emphasis on Ideology with a capital I, there is little
sense of permanence or stability — but at the same time
a surfeit of possibilities and potential.

In a post-Covid, multi-aligned, technology-driven
world, the UAE, Israel and most of their partners will
likely find that they have more common cause than they
might have envisioned at the beginning of 2020.




Abraham Accords: Legal Interpretation and Scope for Collaboration with Asia

Endnotes

1. “Gargash: UAE-Israel relationship will help Palestinians, but they must engage,” Arab News (Saudi Arabia), 16 September 2020.

2. Nesreen Bakheit and James Hand-Cukierman, “UAE-Israel deal’s reverberations extend to Asia,” Nikkei Asian Review, 10 September 2020.

3. "UAE presidential decree ends boycott of Israeli goods,” Khaleej Times (UAE), 29 August 2020.

4. AriRabinovitch and Tova Cohen, “Israeli pipeline company signs deal to bring UAE oil to Europe,” Reuters, 20 October 2020.

5. Inarare concession, Saudi Arabia allowed Air India to use its airspace to fly to Tel Aviv in 2017.

6. A.Aust, Modern Treaty Law and Practice, Cambridge University Press, 2d Ed., 2007, 101-102.

7. G. Arangio-Ruiz, The United Nations Declaration on Friendly Relations and the System of the Sources of International Law, Sijthoff &
Nordhoff, 1979, p. 23

8. ICJ, Voting Procedure on Questions Relating to Reports and Petitions Concerning the Territory of South West Africa, Separate Opinion H.
Lauterpacht, ICJ Reports 1955, p. 118

9. Resolution 2625 [XXV].

10. Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations states: “1. Every treaty and every international agreement entered into by any Member of
the United Nations after the present Charter comes into force shall as soon as possible be registered with the Secretariat and published by
it. 2. No party to any such treaty or international agreement which has not been registered in accordance with the provisions of paragraph
1 of this Article may invoke that treaty or agreement before any organ of the United Nations.”

11. For more details, see https://globalcompliancenews.com/international-abraham-accords-uae-boycott-of-israel-repealed-but-no-
change-in-us-anti-boycott-laws-28092020/.

12. Annex to the UAE-Israel Treaty on “Civil Aviation”.

13.  Annex to the UAE-Israel Treaty on “Energy”.

14. P.K.Semler, “UAE-Israel deal brings ‘Fourth Industrial Revolution’,” Asia Times (Hong Kong), 29 September 2020.

15. “UAE first country where Covid-19 tests exceed population,” Gulf Business, 7 October 2020.

16. “UAE company nears end of Chinese Covid-19 vaccine trial,” Reuters, 8 October 2020.

17. "UAE, Israeli companies sign ‘strategic commercial agreement’ on coronavirus R&D,” Reuters, 16 August 2020.

18. “China, UAE to boost their high-tech ties,” www.chinadaily.com, 19 December 2019.

19. Giorgio Cafiero and Daniel Wagner, “China and the Abraham Accords Peace Agreement,” Middle East Institute, Washington, 22 September
2020.

20. “UAE's TRA launches a 5G lab with China’s Huawei,” The National (UAE), 9 December 2019.

21. Guy Burton, “What the Israel-UAE agreement means for Asian powers,” The Diplomat (Washington), 1 September 2020.

22. "Pentagon is scrambling as China ‘sells the hell out of’ armed drones to US allies,” www.cnbc.com, 21 February 2019.

23. 1bid., Cafiero and Wagner.

24. Mahesh Sachdev, “India and the Abraham Accords,” The Hindu (India), 22 September 2020.

25. "UAE central to India’s extended neighbourhood; both share fast-growing ties,” Times of India, 26 August 2020.

26. “Israel-South Korea free trade agreement in final stages,” Jewish News Syndicate, 8 September 2020.

27. "UAE grows its own rice in game-changing sustainability project,” Gulf News (UAE), 3 June 2020.

28. Hospital management outsourcing projects include medical manpower (doctors, nurses and managers), exchange and training
programmes, as well as ICT-based Hospital Information System transfer programmes.

29. The Gulf countries usually send their patients to the United Kingdom, the United States, Germany, and some Asian countries, including
Singapore, India, Turkey, and Thailand. In 2018, the number of Middle Eastern patients sent to South Korea was 6,888, accounting for 1.8%
of the total foreign patients (378,967) treated in South Korea.

30. “South Korea exports to UAE reach $2.95 billion in first half of 2017,” Gulf News, 3 October 2017.

31. Muhammad Zulfikar Rakhmat and Mohamad Rezky Utama, “What does the Israel-UAE agreement mean for Indonesia?” The Diplomat, 20
August 2020.

32. Tuvia Gering, “China’s view of the Abraham Accords,” The Jerusalem Institute of Strategy and Security, 20 October 2020.

33. Ibid., Cafiero and Wagner.

34. "Gulf states should consider US ties when dealing with China - official,” Reuters, 7 May 2020.

35. 1Ibid., Cafiero and Wagner.

11



12

Abraham Accords: Legal Interpretation and Scope for Collaboration with Asia

Appendix

Abraham Accords Peace Agreement:

Treaty of Peace, Diplomatic Relations and Full Normalization

Between

the United Arab Emirates

and

the State of Israel

The Government of the United Arab Emirates and the
Government of the State of Israel (hereinafter, the
“Parties”)

Aspiring to realize the vision of a Middle East region that
is stable, peaceful and prosperous, for the benefit of all
States and peoples in the region;

Desiring to establish peace, diplomatic and friendly
relations, co-operation and full normalization of ties
between them and their peoples, in accordance with
this Treaty, and to chart together a new path to unlock
the vast potential of their countries and of the region;

Reaffirming the “Joint Statement of the United States,
the State of Israel and the United Arab Emirates,” (the
Abraham Accords”), dated 13 August 2020;

Believing that the further development of friendly
relations meets the interests of lasting peace in the
Middle East and that challenges can only be effectively
addressed by cooperation and not by conflict;

Determined to ensure lasting peace, stability, security
and prosperity for both their States and to develop and
enhance their dynamic and innovative economies;

Reaffirming their shared commitment to normalize
relations and promote stability through diplomatic
engagement, increased economic cooperation and
other close coordination;

Reaffirming also their shared belief that the
establishment of peace and full normalization between
them can help transform the Middle East by spurring
economic growth, enhancing technological innovation
and forging closer people-to-people relations;

Recognizing that the Arab and Jewish peoples are
descendant of a common ancestor, Abraham, and

inspired, in that spirit, to foster in the Middle East a
reality in which Muslims, Jews, Christians and peoples
of all faiths, denominations, beliefs and nationalities
live in, and are committed to, a spirit of coexistence,
mutual understanding and mutual respect;

Recalling the reception held on January 28, 2020, at
which President Trump presented his Vision for Peace,
and committing to continuing their efforts to achieve a
just, comprehensive, realistic and enduring solution to
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict;

Recalling the Treaties of Peace between the State of
Israel and the Arab Republic of Egypt and between
the State of Israel and the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, and committed to working together to realize
a negotiated solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
that meets the legitimate needs and aspirations of both
people, and to advance comprehensive Middle East
peace, stability and prosperity;

Emphasizing the belief that the normalization of Israeli
and Emirati relations is in the interest of both peoples
and contributes to the cause of peace in the Middle East
and the world;

Expressing deep appreciation to the United States for its
profound contribution to this historic achievement;

Have agreed as follows:

1. Establishment of Peace, Diplomatic Relations and
Normalization: Peace, diplomatic relations and full
normalization of bilateral ties are hereby established
between the United Arab Emirates and the State of
Israel.

2. General Principles: The Parties shall be guided in their
relations by the provisions of the Charter of the United



Nations and the principle of international law governing
relations among States. In particular, they shall
recognize and respect each other’s sovereignty and right
to live in peace and security, develop friendly relations
of cooperation between them and their peoples, and
settle all disputes between them by peaceful means.

3. Establishment of Embassies: The Parties shall
exchange resident ambassadors as soon as practicable
after the signing of this Treaty, and shall conduct
diplomatic and consular relations in accordance with
the applicable rules of international law.

4. Peace and Stability: The Parties shall attach profound
importance to mutual understanding, cooperation and
coordination between them in the spheres of peace and
stability, as a fundamental pillar of their relations and as
a means for enhancing those spheres in the Middle East
as a whole. They undertake to take the necessary steps
to prevent any terrorist or hostile activities against each
other on or from their respective territories, as well as
deny any support for such activities abroad or allowing
such support on or from their respective territories.

Recognizing the new era of peace and friendly relations
between them, as well as the centrality of stability to
the well-being of their respective peoples and of the
region, the Parties undertake to consider and discuss the
matters regularly, and to conclude detailed agreements
and arrangements on coordination and cooperation.

5. Cooperation and Agreements in Other Spheres: As an
integral part of their commitment to peace, prosperity,
diplomatic and friendly relations, cooperation and full
normalization, the Parties shall work to advance the
cause of peace, stability and prosperity throughout
the Middle East, and to unlock the great potential of
their countries and of the region. For such purposes,
the Parties shall conclude bilateral agreements in the
following spheres at the earliest practicable date, as well
as in other spheres of mutual interest as may be agreed:

o Finance and Investment

o Civil Aviation

o Visas and Consular Services

o Innovation, Trade and Economic Relations

0 Healthcare - Science, Technology and Peaceful
Uses of Outer-Space

o Tourism, Culture and Sport
o Energy — Environment- Education

0o Maritime Arrangements
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o Telecommunications and Post

o

Agriculture and Food Security

o Water

o

Legal Cooperation

Any such agreements concluded before the entry into
force of this Treaty shall enter into effect with the entry
into force of this Treaty unless otherwise stipulated
therein. Agreed principles for cooperation in specific
spheres are annexed to this Treaty and form an integral
part thereof.

6. Mutual Understanding and Co-existence: The Parties
undertake to foster mutual understanding, respect, co-
existence and a culture of peace between their societies
in the spirit of their common ancestor, Abraham, and
the new era of peace and friendly relations ushered in
by this Treaty, including by cultivating people-to-people
programs, interfaith dialogue and cultural, academic,
youth, scientific, and other exchanges between their
peoples. They shall conclude and implement the
necessary visa and consular services agreements and
arrangements so as to facilitate efficient and secure
travel for their respective nationals to the territory of
each other. The Parties shall work together to counter
extremism, which promotes hatred and division, and
terrorism and its justifications, including by preventing
radicalization and recruitment and by combating
incitement and discrimination.

They shall work towards establishing a High-Level
Joint Forum for Peace and Co-Existence dedicated to
advancing these goals.

7. Strategic Agenda for the Middle East: Further to the
Abraham Accords: the Parties stand ready to join with
the United States to develop and launch a “Strategic
Agenda for the Middle East” in order to expand regional
diplomatic, trade, stability and other cooperation. They
are committed to work together, and with the United
States and others, appropriate, in order to advance the
cause of peace, stability and prosperity in the relations
between them and for the Middle East as a whole,
including by seeking to advance regional security and
stability; pursue regional economic opportunities;
promote a culture of peace across the region and
consider joint aid and development programs.

8. Other Rights and Obligations: This Treaty does not
affect and shall not be interpreted as affecting, in any
way, the rights and obligations of the Parties under
the Charter of the United Nations. The Parties shall
take all necessary measures for the application in their
bilateral relations of the provisions of the multilateral

13
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conventions of which they are both Parties including
the submission of appropriate notification to the
depositories of such conventions.

9. Respect for Obligations: The Parties undertake to
fulfill in good faith their obligations under this Treaty,
without regard to action or inaction of any other party
and independently of any instrument inconsistent with
this Treaty. For the purposes of this paragraph each
Party represents to the other that in its opinion and
interpretation there is no inconsistency between their
existing treaty obligations and this Treaty. The Parties
undertake not to enter into any obligation in conflict
with this Treaty. Subject to Article 103 of the Charter of
the United Nations, in the event of a conflict between
the obligations of the Parties under the present Treaty
and any of their other obligations, the obligations
under this Treaty shall be binding and implemented.
The Parties further undertake to adopt any legislation
or other internal legal procedure necessary in order
to implement this Treaty, and to repeal any national
legislation or official publications inconsistent with this
Treaty.

10. Ratification and Entry into Force: This Treaty shall
be ratified by both Parties as soon as practicable in
conformity with their respective national procedures
and will enter into force following the exchange of
instruments of ratification.

11. Settlement of Disputes: Disputes arising out of
the application or interpretation of this Treaty shall be
resolved by negotiation. Any such dispute which cannot
be settled by negotiation may be referred to conciliation
or arbitration subject to the agreement of the Parties.

12. Registration: This Treaty shall be transmitted to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations for registration
in accordance with the provisions of Article 102 of the
Charter of the United Nations.

Done at Washington, DC, this day Elul 26th, 5780,
Muharram 27th, 1442, which corresponds to 15
September 2020, in the Hebrew, Arabic and English
languages, all texts being equally authentic. In case
of divergence of interpretation, the English text shall
prevail.

Annex

Pursuant to Article 5 of the Treaty of Peace, Diplomatic
Relations and Full Normalization between the United
Arab Emirates and the State of Israel, the Parties shall
conclude bilateral agreements in spheres of mutual
interest, in furtherance of which they have agreed to the
following provisions. Such provisions are annexed to the
Treaty and form an integral part thereof.

Finance and Investment

Further to the Agreed Protocol signed between the
Parties on September 1, 2020, in Abu Dhabi, the Parties
shall cooperate to expeditiously deepen and broaden
bilateral investment relations, and give high priority
to concluding agreements in the sphere of finance
and investment, recognizing the key role of these
agreements in the economic development of the Parties
and the Middle Eastas awhole. The Parties reaffirm their
commitment to protectinginvestors, consumers, market
integrity and financial stability, as well as maintaining all
applicable requlatory standards. Recognizing also their
shared goal to advance regional economic development
and the flow of goods and services, the Parties shall
endeavor to promote collaborations on strategic
regional infrastructure projects and shall explore the
establishment of a multilateral working group for the
“Tracks for Regional Peace” project.

Civil Aviation

The Parties acknowledge the importance of ensuring
regular direct flights between Israel and the United
Arab Emirates, for passengers and cargo, as an
essential means for developing and promoting their
relations. They recognize as applicable to each other
the rights, privileges and obligations provided for by
the multilateral aviation agreements to which they
are both a party, their annexes and any amendments
thereof applicable to both Parties, particularly the 1944
Convention on International Civil Aviation, opened for
signature at Chicago on the seventh day of December
1944, and the 1944 International Air Services Transit
Agreement. Accordingly, the Parties shall as soon as
practicable conclude all the necessary agreements
and arrangements governing civil aviation, and
consequently work towards establishinganinternational
air corridor between their two States in accordance with
international law. They shall also reach and implement
the necessary agreements and arrangements with
respect to visas and consular services to facilitate travel
for the citizens of both States.

Tourism

The Parties affirm their mutual desire to promote
tourism cooperation between them as a key component
of economic development and of developing closer
people-to-people and cultural ties. To this end, the
Parties shall facilitate the exchange of information
through advertisement spots, published and audiovisual
promotional materials, and participation in tourist fairs.
They shall also work together to promote joint tourism
projects and packages between tourist operators so as
to enhance tourism from third States. They shall work



towards carrying out reciprocal study tours in order to
increase knowledge in the development, management
and marketing of heritage, cultural and rural tourism
with a view to diversifying and deepening touristic
links between them; and endeavor to utilize national
marketing budgets to promote mutual tourism between
the States.

Innovation, Trade and Economic Relations.

The Parties shall enhance and expand their cooperation
in innovation, trade and economic relations, so that
the dividends of peace are felt across their societies.
Recognizing that the principle of the free and unimpeded
flow of goods and services should guide their relations,
as well as the potential for diversification of bilateral
trade opportunities, the Parties shall cooperate in
order to enable favorable conditions for trade, and the
reduction of trade barriers.

Science, Technology and Peaceful Uses of Outer-Space

The Parties acknowledge the important role of science,
technology and innovation in the growth of multiple
key sectors and shall strengthen joint action and mutual
cooperationinscientificandtechnologicaladvancement.
This shall include furthering scientific cooperation and
exchange, including between scientists, research and
academic institutions, pursuing the establishment of
joint research and development centers, and exploring
the possibility of joint funding of research and
scientific projects in select fields of mutual interest.
The Parties further express their common interest
in establishing and developing mutually beneficial
cooperation in the field of exploration and use of outer
space for peaceful purposes, in a manner consistent
with each Party’s respective applicable national laws
and international obligations. Such cooperation may
include implementation of joint programs, projects and
activities in the fields of science, space exploration,
space related technologies and education, exchange
of experts, information and best practices, and the
promotion of cooperation between their respective
space industries.

The Parties acknowledge the importance of protecting,
preserving and improving the environment, and shall
promote environmental innovation for the sustainable
development of the region and beyond. The Parties
shall endeavor to cooperate to develop environmental
protection strategies on priority issues, including
on biodiversity conservation, marine environment
protection and climate change mitigation and
adaptation, and on the possible establishment of a
center for developing pioneering solutions to climate
challenges in arid and semi-arid environments.
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Telecommunications and Post

The Parties recognize the necessity of mutually
beneficial cooperation for the continued development
of telecommunications, information technologies and
postal services. They take note of the establishment
between them of direct communications services,
including telephone lines, and agree to promote, in
accordance with relevant international conventions and
regulations, direct postal exchange, submarine cables
and e-commerce solutions, as well as utilize available
satellite systems, fiber optical communication, and
broadcasting services. The Parties will strive to develop
frameworks for innovation in ICT, including advanced
fixed and wireless communications, collaboration on 5G
networks, smart cities, and use of ICT solutions to foster
innovation and the creation of best services.

Healthcare

The Parties welcome progress made in cooperation
between them regarding the treatment of, and the
development of a vaccine for the Covid-19 virus, as
a sign of the tremendous potential for cooperation
between them in the healthcare sphere. Recognizing
the importance of building ties in the fields of health
and medicine, the Parties shall cooperate, inter alia,
on: medical education, training and simulations, digital
health and artificial intelligence innovation in the health
sector, and emergency management and preparedness.

Agriculture and Food Security

ThePartiesrecognizethegreatimportanceof sustainable
agricultural development, recognizing its vital role in
addressing food security concerns, as well as in the
preservation of the environment. They shall cooperate
to harness and maximize existing technologies, actively
facilitate new collaborations, and share and develop
knowledge, technologies and innovative approaches
in the field of arid agriculture, irrigation technologies,
mariculture techniques in shallow sea water, sustainable
nutritious fish feed production, and seed enhancement
in hot and humid climates.

Water

The Parties recognize the critical importance of
sustainable water use and shall cooperate for their
mutual benefit to address issues of water supply, water
treatment and management, water security, efficiency,
wastewater management and re-use, as well as water
conservation and desalination.

15
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Energy

The Parties take note of the strategic importance of the
energy sector and in particular of their need to promote
renewable energy, cooperation in the natural gas field,
regional grids, alternative energy and energy security.
They shall advance and develop mutual cooperation
in energy projects, share best practices and discuss
policies in energy forums that will help to promote and
unlock the

energy potential of the region, coordinating where
appropriate with the International Renewable Energy
Agency (IRENA), headquartered in Abu Dhabi.

Maritime Arrangements

Each Party shall recognize the right of vessels of the
other Party to innocent passage through its territorial
waters in accordance with international law. Each Party
will grant normal access to its ports for vessels and
cargoes of the other Party, as well as vessels and cargoes
destined for or coming from the other Party. Such
access shall be granted on the same terms as generally
applicable to vessels and cargoes of other nations. The
Parties shall conclude agreements and arrangements in
maritime affairs, as may be required.

Legal Cooperation

Recognizing the importance of a supporting legal
framework for the movement of people and goods
and for fostering a continuous business friendly
environment between them, the Parties shall make best
efforts to grant each other the widest measure of legal
cooperation, including, inter alia, in respect of mutual
legal assistance in civil and commercial matters, in
accordance with their national laws and shall endeavor
to conclude specific agreements and arrangements in
this sphere.

Source: The Times of Israel, 16 September 2020




The Abraham Accords Declaration

We, the undersigned, recognize the importance of
maintaining and strengthening peace in the Middle East
and around the world based on mutual understanding
and coexistence, as well as respect for human dignity
and freedom, including religious freedom.

We encourage efforts to promote interfaith and
intercultural dialogue to advance a culture of peace
among the three Abrahamic religions and all humanity.

We believe the the best way to address challenges is
through cooperation and dialogue and that developing
friendly relations among states advances the interests
of lasting peace in the Middle East and around the world.

We seek tolerance and respect for every person in order
to make this world a place where all can enjoy a life of
dignity and hope, no matter their race, faith or ethnicity.

We support science, art, medicine, and commerce to
inspire humankind, maximize human potential and
bring nations closer together.

We seek to end radicalization and conflict to provide all
children a better future.

We pursue a vision of peace, security, and prosperity in
the Middle East and around the world.

In this spirit, we warmly welcome and are encouraged
by the progress already made in establishing diplomatic
relations between Israel and its neighbors in the region
under the principles of the Abraham Accords.

We are encouraged by the ongoing efforts to consolidate
and expand such friendly relations based on shared
interests and a shared commitment to a better future.

Source: The Times of Israel, 16 September 2020
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